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 Who has seen the Netflix 

TV series Death by 

Magic?  First of all, but 

showing it on Netflix, the 

audience is immediately 

restricted to those who 

subscribe, which is sad 

because it is a great 

show. 

In each episode, DMC investigates the 

death of a magician who died “on the job.”  

Then he takes the stunt that killed the 

fellow and steps it up into a dazzling 

modern escape…  Or does he?   

Let me make this clear, I think Death by 

Magic is one of the best magic based TV 

shows of all time.  I take nothing away 

from DMC who I believe is a fine magician 

and a fine entertainer.  I also believe that 

this show is very well written and quite 

enjoyable to watch; some episodes are 

even educational. 

 



So what is my issue with the show?  Well it is a 

common problem.  Many of DMC’s escapes are 

actually illusions. 

 

 

 

 

In the first episode, we learn about a magician 

who was run over by a car while trying to get 

out of the way.  He was wearing a straitjacket 

and could not roll away in time.  The fellow was 

a bit obscure and DMC had to travel to the 

small country where it 

happened to investigate what 

went wrong. It turned out to 

be a combination of problems, 

the biggest being an incredibly 

poorly timed heart attack. 

Getting run over was the coup

-de-grace, the poor fellow was 

already suffering and dying.  How to emulate 

the magician with a step up? DMC decides to be 

in a straitjacket affixed to a railroad track as the 

train approaches at speed. 

(Does the jacket above look familiar? I have 

one, you might too) 

So far this has all the makings of a great stunt..  

What is the problem?  Well, the camera cuts to 

the audience looking horrified as the train hits 

DMC a good blow, shattering the box he was in. 

Not to worry, DMC is completely free and 

holding on the caboose of the train waving as it 

passes. 

In other words that is not an escape.  It is an 

illusion.  It happens to be 

an excellent bit of 

performance art and a fine 

illusion, but it is not an 

escape. 

The audience in each escape he does gets 

bleeped regularly for using profanity.  Since he 

is traveling the world, I would expect shocked 

people to swear in their native language and 

make bleeping irrelevant, but they all seem 

pretty good at English. 

 

In one episode that does not actually involve a  

magician’s death,  DMC looks into the Indian 

Rope Trick.  Was this stunt ever  really 

performed?  Well, not they way history records it 

anyway. 

 

DMC decides to do a burning 

rope drop escape as the big 

stunt on this episode.  I don’t 

really see the connection to the Indian Rope 

Trick, but it looks good. 

 

Done at night, DMC will be inside a cage, tied in 

with spears and rope.  The cage will be lifted by 

four burning ropes, (Some of you already know 

what will happen here.) and the cage will be 

suspended over a bed of burning spikes. 

 

Up goes the cage as DMC struggles to get the 

rope and spears off.  He gets out of them just as 

two of the burning ropes give way.  This is a 

huge shock to the audience,  though some of you 

readers were expecting it.  

DMC makes a wild leap from the cage to a 

hanging rope nearby just as the cage falls and 

misses the burning spikes.. 

 

Point here?  Escape artists may have known 

what was going to happen, but this was a fine 

stunt.  And better still, it was a real escape! 

 

My hat is off to DMC for a job well done. 



Our friend Rick is letting us know that he will 

be featured on an episode of “Ripley’s Believe 

It, Or Not.” Likely airing in March.  The 

segment features Rick doing his signature 

washing machine escape where he must free 

himself from handcuffs and leg irons while 

spinning inside a real washing machine 

experiencing  about 2 G’s for force.  This 

escape is a beautiful example of what can 

happen when a creative mind decides to see 

how to make a water cell escape more 

exciting.  Rick has to survive the risk of 

drowning, getting beaten up by the machine 

and death.  Looking forward to seeing the 

segment on TV and reading Rick’s write-up 

soon. 

 

 

 



Thomas Blacke has been in the escape world for 

a long time and has a long and checkered career. 

He was a friend of Norman Bigelow, and 

supposedly the current owner of Norman’s 

“Doors of death” since Tom was the only one he 

trusted with it. (That escape can kill, make no 

mistake)  Tom has been written up in Ripley’s 

Believe it or Not for an underwater escape he 

did, and was the long time 

publisher of the magazine, 

“Escape Masters,” that had 

been started years ago by the 

afore mentioned Norman 

Bigelow. 

 

Now Tom presents his Gulag 

neck escape.  Lets look at the 

positives… 

 

1. Available from Penguin 

magic as an instant download, 

the price is right. It is very 

inexpensive, and you get it 

right away. 

 

2. The materials you need to build this are 

probably in your workshop right now.  Basically 

a length of PVC pipe and some rope. (Note: how 

you decorate the PVC is up to you, but I like 

Tom’s rig very much. 

3. Learning curve.  You already know the moves 

to do this.  It is a simple combination of stuff 

you probably have already done, but put together 

in an amazing way. 

4. Patter and 

presentation. 

This effect can 

be done with 

many different 

ideas for what 

story to tell depending on how you decorate your 

PVC.  Tom’s presentation is excellent, but it 

may not fit every style of performer.  Decorate it 

your way and then make it your own by telling a 

story that works for you. 

5. Speed.  You can make the 

escape very quickly, but the set 

up and story you tell can make 

this an entertaining piece that 

lasts several minutes.. 

Downsides? Sorry, I can’t think of any. 

Buy this today and you’ll have it built 

tomorrow! (I know, because I did) 

http://www.penguinmagic.com/p/10926 



 

This is the part of The Chainletter where the 

editor begs for you to give 

him some 

material to 

publish.  No 

idea what to 

write?   

Well, How about… 

 Your first escape. 

 How did you learn to escape?          

  Your creative process. 

 Your last escape.       

 Who is your hero? Why? 

 What makes a good escape.          

 Your escape bio.     

 An escape you saw on TV. 

 An escape you saw live. 

 Anything escape related. 

Guinness World Records - 

originally the Guinness Book of 

Records - the ultimate authority 

on record-breaking 

achievements, started out as an 

idea for a book of facts to solve 

arguments in pubs. 

The idea came about in the early 1950’s when 
Sir Hugh Beaver (1890—1967), Managing 
Director of the Guinness Brewery, attended a 
shooting party in County Wexford.  

There, he and his hosts argued about the 
fastest game bird in Europe, and failed to find 
an answer in any reference book. 

In 1954, recalling his shooting party argument, 
Sir Hugh had the idea for a Guinness 
promotion based on the idea of settling pub 
arguments and invited the twins Norris 
(1925—2004) and Ross McWhirter (1925—75) 
who were fact-finding researchers from Fleet 
Street to compile a book of facts and figures  

Guinness Superlatives was incorporated on 30 
November and the office opened in two rooms 
in a converted gymnasium on the top floor of 
Ludgate House, 107 Fleet Street.  



After an initial research phase, work began on 

writing the book, which took 13 and a half 90-

hour weeks, including weekends and bank 

holidays. Little did the McWhirters know that 

taking shape was a book that would go on to 

become an all-time best seller and one of the 

most recognized and trusted brands in the 

world…  

Over 60 years on, and the trusted Guinness 

World Records brand is a beloved household 

name. The book continues to be a best-seller 

each year, enjoyed through the generations. 

Beyond publishing, we are 

now a multi-media brand 

agency with a wide range 

of products and services, 

and a key presence across 

Digital, Events, and 

Business Solutions.  

 

OK, good. These fine people started a 

company that would go out and research facts 

and then publish them.  What a fine idea. It is  

no wonder the book is a best seller. 

 

Did the lads have a clue when they started that 

people would begin to do things in an effort to 

get into the book?  It is immortality if you do.  

Your name will sit in that book forever; or at 

least till someone breaks your record. 

 

Now the problem… The originators have all 

passed on. The book took on a life of its own, so 

what criteria makes a world record? Whoever is 

in charge has to make those decisions, and let’s 

face it, Guinness has not bee very nice to escape 

Artists.. I have heard they no longer accept 

escape artists records.  Also thy have turned 

down such greats as Steve Baker for not having 

appropriate witnesses, and Cliff Gerstman 

because being first does not make it a record.  

OK, they have their criteria; whatever that may 

be.   

 

Why does everyone want to be in 

Guinness? It is the book.  It is 

where everyone wants to be. 

But now there are other companies that will 

keep and publish your world record.  Look it up 

and you will see. 

 

Yes, your name will not be in a best selling 

book to buy for your relatives and brag.  Now 

you will have to send them a URL instead. 

 

So find those witness statements, dust off the 

photos, and submit to another company.  You 

may get recognized for your work yet. 

Wouldn’t it be cool to try to beat someone else’s 

record?  We have readers who have done just 

that! 

 Hint Hint 


