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 Meet George 

Hardeen.  

George is the 

great nephew 

of Harry 

Houdini.  He 

has decided to go on a quest to see what 

Houdini’s escapes were really all about.  

Gathering a small crew of magician Lee 

Terbosic and a special effects team from 

Austin Texas, George is out to recreate 

some of Houdini’s great escapes. Can he 

do it? Will it work? 

 

This show premiered on The Science 

Channel.  If you do not subscribe to the 

Science Channel through your cable 

provider, you cannot watch this show.  If 

that is in the case, 

you are in the same 

boat as I am.  Luckily 

the first episode has 

 



Been released to the media for free to whet our 

appetites.  Having watched it, I enjoyed it very 

much… Sort of. 

 

The first episode deals with Houdini’s famous 

water torture cell escape.   

Before anything else, the team goes on a quest 

to find out what the actual size of the cell was.  

It was not very big.  Indeed it is built a bit larger 

to accommodate magician Lee Terbosic who is 

about six inches taller than Houdini was..   

Next comes the quest to build the  ankle stocks 

which Houdini apparently kept under 

scrupulous guard.  He knew how to keep a 

secret, and he wanted this one kept..  The last 

step is training.  Lee has to be trained to hold 

his breath while 

turning from upside 

down to right side 

up inside a very 

small cramped 

space. All this is 

done with some 

very entertaining 

narrative as one 

might expect from a 

TV show. 

Once all the pieces are in place and the secret of 

the ankle stocks has been revealed, it is time for 

Lee to do the escape.   

He performs it as 

well as Houdini 

would have, and 

maybe better as he 

did not make us wait 

a half hour before 

revealing himself as 

free. 

 

Now, I can hear all the cries of “Foul!” or “B.S.” 

or worse.  Some escape artists may be angry at 

the team for revealing the secret.  Guess what 

they didn’t. 

 

In fact the method shown on TV was not Harry 

Houdini’s at all.  Could this method work?  

Probably it could.  The point is that it is not 

Houdini’s.  There was a reveal, but not his 

reveal. 

As George pointed 

out, His uncle 

Harry was in the 

entertainment 

business, and what 

he did was to 

entertain.  To that end, this escape worked out 

just fine, and it made for and entertaining TV 

show while they were at it. 

I don’t know what future episodes will hold, but 

I can well imagine there will be more “false” 

reveals, again to provide entertainment. 

 

George suggests, “You keep watching.” 

 

Great show George! 



I know there are 

some magicians who 

think of a 50 mile 

drive as just the cost 

of doing business.  I personally have been 

belittled for voicing concerns about such a 

drive.  But these scolding's come from people 

who I suspect don’t understand what a 50 

mile drive is like when it means driving 

through the City of Los Angeles.  Still not one 

to turn down work I headed out for Shooterz 

bar on the far side of L.A. from where I live. 

 

Unlike most of my gigs and performances, this 

would offer  special challenges as the 

audience was not filled with people who paid 

to see a magic show.  This audience would be 

random and made of various people, some in 

varying states of inebriation.  

How to deal with this? 

Well, I was going to use my 

charisma as I have  done for 

years of teaching in the inner 

city classroom. 

I need not have 

worried.  The 

audience, small as it 

was, loved me. 

 

I think there is 

something about an escape show that just 

resonates with people.  Houdini would have 

said that it is a representation of the “little 

guy” fighting back against oppression.  This I 

can speak to, but from the “Razor’s edge” to 

my straitjacket the show went very well.  I got 

applause and pats on the back. after. 

  

The best part was the applause I 

got, given the number of things 

that I knew went wrong with the 

show, which included for the 

very fist time, accidently cutting 

myself with the razor blade.  The show must 

go on however, and bleeding or not, I finished 

the show without a word, groan or moan. 

 

How do I know they really liked my show?  

Easy, the person running it wanted to hire me 

to appear another time. Isn’t that the best 

praise of all? 

 

I probably will go back eventually, but it is a 

late night after a long drive. 

 

Everybody had fun, even 

the bleeding magician! 



 

This is the part of The Chainletter where the 

editor begs for you to give 

him some 

material to 

publish.  No 

idea what to 

write?   

Well, How about… 

 Your first escape. 

 How did you learn to escape?          

  Your creative process. 

 Your last escape.       

 Who is your hero? Why? 

 What makes a good escape.          

 Your escape bio.     

 An escape you saw on TV. 

 An escape you saw live. 

 Anything escape related. 

In the previous story, “Raising the bar” I 
shared that everything went wrong and I 
ended up getting cut doing my show.  I 
thought that some, possibly newer escape 
artists might learn from my misfortune and so 
I am going to explain what happened and why. 

It was not a good day for me.  On my way to 
the gig, I was driving at a safe speed for the 
street I was on when someone in an illegally 
parked car opened their door and took my 
passenger side mirror clean off.  I pulled over 
and we exchanged information.  This was 
handled, but it was aggravating and cost me 
time.  

I didn’t think much of it at the moment, but I 
would soon see more serious consequences 
from the accident.  On the next page is a 

photo of my kit as I arrive at 
a gig.  It is a simple small 
tool case with enough 
material in there for my 
standard set, (20 minutes) 
or even a 40 minute show.  I 
got the idea from the “Packs 
Small Plays Big” videos that 

Dan Harlan put out a few years back.  I still say 
his plan is gold for magicians, and I still use it 
myself.  My kit had overturned in the 
accident, it packs tight and  



My Kit… 

Rope, Business cards, Give away wands, 

Scissors, DVD give away, Playing cards, 

Dimes, Razor blade with strings, Handcuffs, 

Chain, Padlock. Straitjacket  (Not shown: 

Jumbo deck, Also room for a folding curtain 

for the suit jacket escape. ) 

and should be fine, again I thought nothing of it. 

I was wrong. 

 

As I was to begin my set, I set a stool on the 

stage and set my kit on that, opened it up and it 

was a total mess.  Playing cards all over the 

place, the walls which are now held in with 

epoxy had come down and had strewn stuff all 

over. Playing cards everywhere. 

I keep the razor blade loaded with the strings 

and it is usually inside the large pill jar on the 

middle left of the kit.  It was out of the jar and 

thankfully still loaded for the effect. (Now it is 

in a child proof cap to keep me safer) 

I performed, “The Razor’s edge perfectly and 

got my “Holy $#!^” moment.  Now instead of 

putting the blade back into the pill jar, It ended 

up going inside the handcuffs where I thought it 

would be safe and I would be protected.  All 

would have been well, except that  I couldn’t 

find the padlock among all the strewn around 

playing cards. While pawing for it I touched 

(Yes just barely touched) the razor blade.  

 

Bleeding I still had to pick a padlock with a 

dime, and do the straitjacket escape. 

 

The woman who came up on stage to apply the 

chain asked if she could chain me any way she 

wanted.  Yes, I replied. I love when that 

happens. 

 

I finished the show, and I don’t think the 

audience realized I was bleeding a good bit 

from my right ring finger. 

 

Lesson learned: Make time to check the kit! 

 

Anyone know how to get blood off the 

inside of a straitjacket sleeve? 



At the world 

famous Hollywood 

Magic Castle last 

night, a magician 

calling herself Ms. 

Katalin came to the stage to perform.  Given that  

she is originally from Budapest, Hungary, it 

seemed natural that she would mention the most 

popular Hungarian of all time, 

or figurehead leader Mr. Harry 

Houdini.  

 

Ms. Katalin was actually 

introduced as “Mr. Harry 

Houdini, and she came out with 

a wooden block that had a photo 

of Houdini on it.  Passing a 

string though a hole in the block 

she had two volunteers holding 

the rope, and with her hands 

behind her back, Ms. Katalin pulled the block 

off the rope.  She repeated the effect with the 

block in front of her for all to see. 

 

Her second escape was a thumb tie.  Ms. Katalin 

did a good job of playing the “ditz” although she 

was obviously in full control at all times.  She 

had a woman from the audience tie  her thumbs 

together with two interlaced shoelaces. 

She played with the volunteer using a hoop, and 

then asked to be cut out of the tie.  She brought 

out a full sized hacksaw for the woman to use. 

But no, the hacksaw was another prop for a 

penetration gag.  Katalin’s bound hands were 

suddenly through the saw.  She had her volunteer 

hold the saw while she tried to cut her way out.  

In that manner it was not possible to get the 

blade to her thumbs, so it was a fine escape act 

that came off with the 

physical comedy skill of 

Lucille Ball. Her ending 

was unusual. She left the 

stage with her thumbs still 

tied.  She even kept it as a 

running gag as she brought 

out props for the next 

magician, again, still thumb tied.  Hats of 

to Ms. Katalin for a fine show! 



Name: Carrie-Ann Cuchet  
Stage name: Harleen  
Age: 19 Years  
Place: Vaal Triangle, Gauteng – South Africa  
Level of Experience in Escapes: Newbie (But 
soon to gain experience)  
 
History of Escapes: Since a baby she showed 
promise of Escapes by escaping from her baby 
cot and from the high chair. Then when she was 
11 a guy tied her up with rope and a sword 
behind her back and challenged her to escape 
without piercing or stabbing herself on the 
sword. She was able to escape from the 
situation with relative easy.  
 
She was also able to escape from a Humane 
Straitjacket (successfully) that her father, 
Wolflock, challenged her to try get out of. 
Recently, Wolflock taught her how to pick 
various different kinds of handcuffs with a 
keyring, pop rivet or with a paperclip.  

 

Harleen took to it like a fish in water and was 
picking her way out of multiple set of cuffs 
placed on her in front and behind her back. This 
was her first “taste of blood” so to say and she 
hungered for more, spending the rest of the day 
putting cuffs on herself and picking her way out. 
In her words when asked how she enjoyed the 
experience, she replied, “It was fun and easy”. 
She is now practicing ropes and chains to 
further her progress in the escape world.  
Influence in escapes: Harleen names her father, 
Wolflock, as her influence in wanting to do 
Escapes.  
 
Handcuffs that she successfully escaped from: 
ASPs, Peerless, Old South African Police cuffs, 
Thumb cuffs, Darbies, Hiatts and Thompson, 
Irish 8s, Le Peggy Deposes.  
 
 



When asked if she would continue to do 
Escapes she replied, “Definitely. Because it is 
something I really enjoy and I want to escape 
from as many things as I can.”  
Any advice for beginners who want to get into 
the industry: “I would give them the same 
advice my father gave me. “Never give up.”  
 
How long did it take to learn how to escape 
from cuffs? “It took me a few minute to learn 
and a few more minutes to do it practically.”  
 
Where does Harleen see herself in 5 Years’ time 
with Escapes: She hopes to become the first 
successful woman escape artist in South Africa, 
and to aspire to be one of the best in the world, 
if possible? She wants to travel the world doing 
shows, learning from others and helping others 
where she can.  

 

WEAR 
challenges: 
Harleen wants to 
compete in 
WEAR challenges 
in the future 
when she has 
more experience 
and if there are 
any further 
WEAR 
challenges. She 
wants to do it for 
charities to help 
others who don’t 
have the chances 
and 
opportunities 
that she does.  

 
When asked why she wants to do Escapes: “I 
have a passion for it. It is something I am really 
good at and I want to continue growing with 
experience and knowledge in the industry. Plus 
it is in my DNA (giggle).”  
 

Motto: Life should be celebrated!  

Meaning for motto: Life is too short and so 

everyone should make the most out of it. 

Everyone goes through life, but, few actually 

LIVE life to its fullest.  

When asked what he thought about his 

daughter becoming an escape artist, Wolflock 

had this to say, “I could not be prouder. I believe 

than within a few hears, she will probably be 

better at escapes than I am. As long as she 

always keeps safety in mind.”  


