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Recently Christopher Campbell asked an 

interesting question on Facebook.  He 

wanted to know who his fellow Escape 

Artists claimed as their inspiration for 

creativity.  It is an excellent question.  

Some of us may have seen Bill Bixby 

escape from a burning barn while tied 

upside down.  Some may have seen a 

performance live somewhere when we 

were young.  

Some may have 

been taking 

under someone’s 

wing as an 

apprentice, I am sure there is a different 

story for each one of us.  Who were the 

answers Chris got?  Let’s take a look and 

see who’s who…. 



Lets get the top tier out of the 

way first.  Obviously there 

are those who say they were 

inspired by Houdini.  Of 

course the truth has to be 

that they were inspired by 

either the stories of Houdini, 

or one of the many movies that have been 

made about him.  Honestly if you saw his 

last show at age six, you are basically in 

your 90s today.  This is not to say that 

there are no 90 year old Escape Artists, 

but I don’t know them or of them. 

Still Houdini is certainly larger than life 

even after all these years, so his stories 

and legacy lives on to inspire today and for 

how ever long his reputation stands. 

 

David De-Val.  

If you are a jail 

cell 

escapologist, 

you are 

probably 

inspired by this man.  His books are 

required reading for any potential 

jailbreaker as he lays it all out for you as to 

how to do it.  There may be gimmicks 

involved, but this man was the real deal 

relying on skill and  tools over trickery and 

deceit.  

Norman Bigelow is probably 

an inspiration to many as he 

performed mostly to college 

audiences.  He also very 

likely took more real risks on 

stage than Houdini ever 

would. More than once, Norman paid for 

it.  Norman was a skilled lock picker and 

knew how to hold an audience in 

suspense.  Almost up to the day he 

passed on, he was corresponding with 

younger escapologists and giving advice 

and guidance. This was a man who never 

hesitated to tell you what he was thinking. 

 

Mr. Escape  - Steve Baker. 

Who remembers watching 

Dick Clark’s live 

Wednesday shows in the 

1970’s and 1980’s?  Your 

editor does.  I remember 

seeing Mr. Escape live long before I ever 

met him in person.  Steve was a master of 

self promotion in the same vein as 

Houdini. Steve loved to work with young 

people and among others brought Andrew 

Basso up to speed in the escape world.   

 

The Amazing Randi (James Randi) spent 

most of his later years debunking 

psychics  , and he had an amazing 

success record at too.  In his younger 

days he was an accomplished 



Escape artist  who flew below a 

helicopter upside down in a 

straitjacket over Santiago Chile. He 

also escaped a straitjacket upside 

down over Niagara Falls.  Arguably Randi’s 

greatest protégé is Dean Gunnarsson.  Dean has 

pulled some amazing escapes that I am sure 

make Randi very proud. 

Your Editor is pleased, and mildly embarrassed 

to have been added to this list.  I am not sure 

how I inspire anyone, but be that as it may, 

beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

Other mentions on the list are Richard Sherry, 

David Copperfield , Kristen Johnson, Steve 

Mollett, Burling Hull, Steve Santini,  Nick Jansen, 

and Arthur Coughlin. 

These are all wonderful examples of great 

escape artists,  even if some were added in jest, 

but so what.  Inspirations are real.  

As an escapologist I find myself often thinking 

about what I would get out of in a given 

situation based on what I am looking at.  At any 

given moment I might look at anything and 

come up with an amazing 

(or not so amazing) idea.  

You probably 

do that too. 

 
Would it be valuable to you to be able to say 

you are the world’s greatest escape artist?  

Many of us use that title either by choice or by 

uninspired emcee no 

knowing what else 

to say about us. 

What would it take 

to honestly be able to say you are the greatest?  

Would you like to find out?  I think it would be 

exciting to hold a competition about it.  I am so 

excited I even wrote a fiction novel about what 

that competition might look like.  Four events.  

One challenge competition, one Handcuff relay, 

one straitjacket race and an audience 

participation event as 

well to top it off.  

Anyone up for it? 

What would it take to 

get you not only 

interested, but willing to travel to join such a 

competition?  Wouldn’t that be 

exciting?  See you there! 



 

This is the part of The Chainletter where the 

editor begs for you to give 

him some 

material to 

publish.  No 

idea what to 

write?   

Well, How about… 

 Your first escape. 

 How did you learn to escape?          

  Your creative process. 

 Your last escape.       

 Who is your hero? Why? 

 What makes a good escape.          

 Your escape bio.     

 An escape you saw on TV. 

 An escape you saw live. 

 Anything escape related. 

 For those of you who may be wondering 

why the last few issues of The Chainletter 

have been rather sparse, I thought I would 

take a moment to 

address that. 

Has your editor gotten 

lazy?  No indeed I have 

not.  I still spend some 

time every month 

scouring the internet for 

news, shows, 

happenings and yes, even obituaries.  I 

guess the truth is that either not much is 

happening, or at least not much that I can 

find. 

 

The Chainletter is far from the first escape 

artist newsletter, though it may be the first 

to start out as an e-newsletter.  Prince 

Wheeler had a newsletter that ran for a 

while.  Ian McColl published “The Escape 

Artist Newsletter” for a time and Norman 

Bigelow started “Escape Masters” which 

ended up in the capable hands of Thomas 

Blacke.  John Novak published 8 classic 

issues of his magazine focusing on 

escapes.  All of these fine publications are 

gone and long out of print.  For now, The 

Chainletter is still here. 



Looking over the list of people signed up 

to receive notifications of the monthly e-

newsletter, “The Chainletter,” I noticed 

something interesting.   

Most people on the list are living in the 

United States.  The U.K. is in second 

place, and Canada is third.  

So, where are the ret of the world’s 

escape artists?  Do you know any?   Clue 

them in to the Chainletter if you can, or tell 

me about 

them, and 

I will go 

out to look 

for them.  

There 

must be 

other 

escape artists in South America, The 

Orient, and other countries 

around the world…. Lets find 

The reason is simple.  

I never intended this 

newsletter to be 

anything more than 

what it is, a printed 

record of what is 

going on in the 

escape world.  I very deliberately don’t 

charge any money for this newsletter.  No 

one can say I made money off of their 

ideas this way.  I am simple disseminating 

and remembering events and information. 

Given that idea, it only makes sense that 

in the last nine years most of the old news 

has been covered, and we are in a lull of 

current news.  This is neither good nor 

bad, just what is. 

Now you can help in a couple of ways.  If 

you have any experiences you can share I 

would love to hear them.  This can be a 

show you saw or one 

you put on yourself 

which would be just as 

good.  You can talk 

about your signature 

escape or your favorite 

etc. 

OR, we can just accept 

that just now not much is happening and 

hope for a pick up in escape related 

material soon. Everything goes in cycles 

after all. 

Meanwhile I have no 

malice or issue with 

any of this.  I just kind 

of wait to see what I 

can find.  Till then…. 

 



 

 



 



 


