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The 03rd November 2018 was not our 

typical day, as some of you may know. On 

this day we had a VIP visitor to our house, 

none other than George Hardeen, the 

Great Nephew of Harry Houdini and the 

grandson of Theo Hardeen. It all started 

on the 16th October when Allan received 

an email from a production company in 

Texas called Megalomania asking if they 

could call us regarding a new TV series 

that they are filming for the Science 

Discovery Chanel, this would be a 4-part 

docu-series titled “Houdini’s Last Secrets”. 

Thank you to John Cox (Wild about 

Houdini) for kindly passing over our 

contact details to 

begin our journey.  



For those of you who haven’t heard of 

Megalomedia you may have seen some of the 

many tv shows they have filmed including; 

Shipping Wars, Cyber Stalkers, My 600 Pound 

Life, Half Ton Mum and now of course Houdini’s 

Last Secrets! 

So back to the story- Allan had a quick chat 

with Juliet Maggio from the production 

company who asked a few questions, she asked 

if we would be prepared to meet George 

Hardeen- now it didn’t take too 

long to say “yes”. Well when I 

say it didn’t take long, I think 

we answered before she had 

even finished asking the 

question. 

So time went on and days passed by and we 

still didn’t have a date of their visit or an 

agenda. 

Would it happen or had we been played?   

After much worry and in typical TV fashion we 

finally got a date at short notice and this would 

be the 03rd November at 16.00 – they 

informed us that we would have six people 

attending the house, and we still had no idea 

what the agenda was, but who cares – we were 

having George Hardeen at our house! 

On the day of the filming we got a got a call 

around 16.00 from Ben (the Assistant Producer) 

advising us that they are running a little late and 

that they would be with us from around 17.00. 

This was great because it actually gave us a bit 

more time to pace the house in anticipation! 

Shortly after 17.00 a couple of crews turned up 

to start with, followed by George Hardeen), Lee 

Tresbosic and David M Barsky (the producer).   

I’m not going to lie, we were pretty nervous but 

George is a very calming man and instantly put 

us at ease. In fact, he was just as excited about 

this visit as we were!  

It wasn’t long before we had around eleven 

crew arrive (that’s right eleven and not the 

promised six). They were in and out of our 

house and all hopes of us remaining in control 

soon went out of the window. Let me tell you 

filming is not as glamourous and as 

straightforward as many of us may think! 

They wanted to look everywhere in order to 

decide where to film; the kitchen, the living 

room, Treacle`s Tavern (the bar at the bottom of 

our garden) even the garage! But thankfully 

they decided on the Magic Room (which was of 

course, the most obvious choice).  



They went onto re-

arrange the furniture for 

the set– including the 

chairs, cabinets and 

everything else. It was 

like a hurricane had 

arrived in Yorkshire! 

 

So, whilst Allan was talking to the crew during 

‘the hurricane' I managed to sit down and have 

a relaxed chat with George downstairs- lucky 

me! 

We spoke about Tea (well we are British after 

all)! After introducing my vast tea collection to 

George, he decided on something deaf- to be 

precise Ginger and Lemon tea. Now for anyone 

who has been to our house you will know that 

we have every tea known to mankind. So now 

for the next choice, do we get the posh china 

out for our VIP? No silly we give George a 

Houdini mug- and he loved it! 

George commented on the local Haribo factory 

they passed on their way to our house, he 

asked what it was. For those of you who 

haven’t heard of 

Haribo they are 

Candy Company who 

make lots of 

variations of sweets 

and even licorice! 

Luckily it had just been Halloween night so we 

had tubs of Haribo sweets which were left over 

from the trick or treaters, so they were enjoyed 

by everyone! 

Whilst chatting further, George went onto 

explain more about where he lived, he told me 

all about his horse and four dogs. He also 

showed me some photos of his home on his 

phone and explained his Garden was around the 

same size as ours. I found that interesting as 

prior to meeting him I 

thought that he lived on a 

ranch and trust me our 

garden is no ranch! 

He was such a polite man 

and was blown away with 

our Kitchen and our lovely 

home (which really is 

nothing special). He also 

went on to say how much he loved England and 

how much he was enjoying his time whilst on 

his journey filming the TV series. George was 

interested about the altitude of Yorkshire and 

commented that he loved the Yorkshire 

brickwork and drywalls that he had seen whilst 

travelling here. (I have never really taken such 

notice but it was nice of him to mention)! 

Lee Tresbosic (the magician) mentioned that 

during their UK tour they visited a collector in 

London and came across one of Hardeen’s milk 

cans. I was hoping that it would appear on the 

show, but sadly it doesn’t. 



Lee also told us all about his Upside-Down 

Straitjacket Escape in his home town of 

Pittsburgh and how he recreated Houdini’s 

escape at the same location 100 years after 

Harry had successfully performed it. Sadly, he 

commented that this historic escape didn’t get 

as much attention as it deserved as it was 

election time. 

Whilst in our Magic Room George had a look 

through our collection of books and 

commented that he had never seen a copy of 

“My secret Life of Houdini” 

with the same book cover as 

ours, I believe the European 

copies had a different cover 

compared to the book 

released in the states. 

Interestingly George shared 

with us that his father never showed him any 

magic or escapology as a child. This really 

surprised us but it also explains why George 

only became interested later in life. George 

himself doesn’t actually perform, however he 

is fascinated with the history of is family and 

rightly so! You may be interested to know that 

George’s father was actually called, “Harry 

Houdini Hardeen” but surprisingly he never 

used the Houdini name and he didn’t make a 

big thing of being a relative to Houdini’s either.  

Meanwhile Lee had look at our card collection 

and quickly told Allan he was gutted that he 

had forgot to bring a deck of cards with him 

and had not come across a magic shop. 

It’s not a problem at the Taylor household as 

we soon supplied him with a sealed pack of 

Bikes and he soon had them open and shared 

a few close-up card tricks with us which was 

awesome.  

So back to the filming; The film crew wanted a 

closer look at the Prison lock we had on 

display and wanted more 

information on how Houdini 

would have opened it, they 

even asked if we could pick it 

on camera. We quickly 

declined all of this but 

instead just agreed to show 

them the Prison lock and 

keys and explained how it would have been 

similar to the cell locks that Houdini would 

have encountered on his visit to England. 

George was intrigued with our collection of 

keys and came across the Houdini secret 

device and Gimmick – X and of course they 

wanted it on camera! We had to politely take 

it away from him and agreed that we could 

talk about it whilst it was in its box and not 

visible. We also refused to describe it on 

camera which I guess adds to the mystery of 

Gimmick- X! 



 

This is the part of The Chainletter where the 

editor begs for you to give 

him some 

material to 

publish.  No 

idea what to 

write?   

Well, How about… 

 Your first escape. 

 How did you learn to escape?          

  Your creative process. 

 Your last escape.       

 Who is your hero? Why? 

 What makes a good escape.          

 Your escape bio.     

 An escape you saw on TV. 

 An escape you saw live. 

 Anything escape related. 

 

I thought they may have concentrated on my 

father David De-Val and would have asked 

more about his cell escapes but we didn’t go 

there in any detail at all, other than show 

them the lock.  

It after around 4 hours of filming it was a 

wrap. However, we couldn’t let George and 

Lee leave our home without a gift, so we 

presented them both with a copy of my 

father’s Cell Escape book. In return George 

kindly signed us a poster, which is proudly in 

our downstairs bathroom, along with some 

other great posters!  

 

So, at around 22.00 hrs everyone said their 

goodbyes and it was time for us to reflect on 

our utterly amazing experience. However, I 

must admit we were dreading to think about 

how it would be edited. Especially as it was 

slightly unorganized, including no real prep by 

us or the film crew and there ended up being 

various questions on the fly with no real 

agenda. I am sure you can appreciate it was a 

long two and a half months wait to see our 

episode! 



Britain's Got 

Talent: Who is 

Jonathan 

Goodwin?  15 

April 2019, 12:11 

(Heart Network) 

We answer all our questions about Britain's 

Got Talent star Jonathan Goodwin's wife, 

daughter and his career so far... 

Britain's Got Talent fans were left mesmerized 

by Jonathan Goodwin, who shocked with his 

Houdini style daredevil stunt that saw him set 

on fire. 

The professional escapologist impressed 

judges Simon Cowell, Alesha Dixon, Amanda 

Holden and David Walliams and went on to 

receive four nods to head through to the next 

round. 

I am sure most of you will have seen the series 

by now but if you haven’t then you should! 

If I am honest reflecting back, our only gripe is 

that Lee chose to use modern cuffs in his final 

escape on episode three. In my opinion a 

choice of more period cuffs would have made 

for a better setting. On another note, sadly all 

the filming they did with Allan describing the 

cuffs (and trust me there was a fair bit) never 

made it to the final production! But in my eyes, 

it would have made for a great separate 

handcuff documentary! So well done to Allan. 

On a final note the experience we had was an 

absolute pleasure and we very much look 

forward to meeting up with our friend George 

very soon. 

Rebecca Taylor 



Single dad 

Jonathan pulled 

on heartstrings 

when he 

revealed he has 

been raising his daughter on his own, leaving 

many wondering what happened to his ex-wife. 

 

Who is Jonathan Goodwin? What are his career 

highlights? 

 

Jonathan is an escapologist and daredevil who 

appeared on Britain's Got Talent 2019. This isn't 

the first time he has had a brush with TV fame, 

as he first appeared on Channel 4 TV show Dirty 

Tricks, and has later appeared in TV specials The 

Seven Stupidest Things to Escape From, and 

Deathwish Live. 

 

Fans might also recognize him from the 

Discovery Channel's One Way Out and How Not 

to Become Shark Bait, in which he allowed 

himself to be attacked by a Caribbean reef 

shark. 

Jonathan even had his own series, on UKTV's  

Watch channel The Incredible Mr. Goodwin. 

 

An interview 

from when 

he appeared 

on the 

Jonathan 

Ross show 

has also 

resurfaced, where he left audience members 

shocked as he lay on a nail, while having a 

breezeblock broken on his chest with a 

sledgehammer. 

Jonathan revealed he has been raising his 

daughter Milli on his own, ever since he split 

from his former partner Katy. Now it's believed 

he splits his time between the UK and the US. 

Jonathan has an Instagram account 

@jonathangoodwinofficial with over 33,000 

followers whom he updates with all his 

daredevil tricks and fitness 

photos. 

Jonathan was born on 

February 20, 1980 in 

Pembrokeshire, South 

Wales. He celebrated his 

39th birthday in 

2019. 



 

 

 

Available Soon: info@de-val-magic.co.uk 



April 26, 2019 

As children, Michael 

Griffin and his brother 

would watch television 

shows starring their 

favorite superheroes. 

Griffin said after 

Superman and Batman 

captured the villain they 

would always tie them up until the police could 

arrest them. He and his brother would then act 

out the scenes they saw, but there was a 

problem when Griffin had to play the tied-up 

villain. 

“I could always get free,” he said. 

At 7 p.m. Friday, Griffin, now a professional 

magician and escape artist for 

more than 40 years, will be 

performing his show “50 

Shades of Great” in the 

Lafayette Hotel’s Gun Room. 

But unlike other shows, Griffin said his will be 

more off the cuff. 

“I play off the audience. Nothing is really 

scripted,” he said. 

 

Griffin went on to say that there will only be one 

part of his show that he definitely knows what 

he will do. He said due to the high risk of danger 

in the trick, he hasn’t 

performed it in 15 

years. 

 

While keeping much 

of the trick secret, he 

did say it is called “Russian Roulette” and uses a 

gun that is pointed at his head. He said he 

upgraded a trick he saw when he was much 

younger that used a starting pistol versus an 

actual firearm. 

 

“I ended up getting 

four .22 caliber gold 

plated revolvers for 

my shows,” he said. 

Griffin said he stopped 

doing the trick after a 

volunteer in the 

audience 15 years ago 

held the gun to Griffin’s head, but was too 

nervous to pull the trigger. 

 

“I thought maybe this is a little too much for 

people,” he said. “So I kind of stopped doing it.” 

Griffin said he is 

bringing the trick out 

of retirement because 

of the venue in 

Marietta. 

“I was thinking I’m at 

the Lafayette in the 

Gun Room,” he said. 

“What the heck, then.” 



Christina Thrasher, director of sales for the 

Lafayette Hotel, said Griffin has performed at 

the hotel multiple times over the last few years 

and has always been a crowd favorite. She said 

she has never seen the “Russian Roulette” trick 

and wasn’t sure what to expect. 

“It sounds like an exciting experience,” she said. 

Griffin has been on multiple television shows 

including 

“America’s got 

Talent” and 

“Masters of 

Illusion.” 

Tickets are $15 for 

adults and $5 for children 12 and under. 

Thrasher said they are also available for 

purchase at the door on Friday. But since all of 

Griffin’s other performances at the Lafayette 

have sold out, she said it’s best to pre-purchase 

tickets instead of waiting until the night of the 

show. 

 

“We will probably be sold out by then,” she 

said. 

 

If you go... 

 

What: Michael Griffin will be performing magic 

and escapes in his show “50 Shades of Great.” 

 

When: 7 p.m. Friday. 

 

Where: Lafayette Hotel Gun Room, 101 Front 

St. 

 

Tickets: $15 each for adults, $5 for children 12 

and under and can be purchased at 

lafayettehotel.com or by calling 740-373-5522. 

They can also be 

purchased at the door if 

available. 

 

Source: Christina 

Thrasher, Lafayette Hotel 

director of sales. 


