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So the day was 

Wednesday June 

06th 2018 and my 

wife Rebecca and I attended the David 

Copperfield show at the MGM Grand 

Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas. David is the 

21 Emmy award winner and holder of 11 

Guinness world records, he survived a fall 

over Niagara Falls, floating over the Grand 

Canyon and he also made the Statue of 

Liberty disappear. This man is the greatest 

magician ever. 

David’s PA had kindly arranged that we 

could meet David after the show for a 

quick catchup, little did we know that we 

would later be visiting the world’s largest 

magic collection at David’s International 

Museum and Library of the Conjuring Arts.  



Prior to the show, we sat 

down at the front of the 

Theatre ready to be 

entertained. This was 

our second visit to 

David’s Vegas show. 

David’s PA came to 

greet us and provided 

us with wristbands to go 

back stage after the show. Around ten 

minutes later she came back and advised 

that David would like to invite us back to the 

museum straight after the show. Obviously 

we said yes straightaway and sat 

throughout the show grinning, not only 

because the show was outstanding but we 

also knew what was about to follow. 

So, as planned we went back stage after 

the show with one other VIP couple, 

David’s PA told us to hang back whilst the 

couple had a meet and greet and then we 

had a quick photo opportunity with David. 

We were then whisked away to the back of 

the MGM and ushered into a waiting 

vehicle. David’s PA said her goodbyes and 

we were then under the guidance of one of 

David’s other assistants, who we had a 

brief chat with as we waited for David to 

finish off in the theatre. 

Only ten minutes had passed and David 

appeared in the car, this wasn’t an illusion 

this was actually real! This was now very 

quickly turning into such a 

surreal moment. We were 

now in a car sharing a 

journey with my childhood 

hero. David was very polite 

and spoke to us throughout 

the journey. 

As excited as we both were, we were aware 

we wanted to keep a calm and professional 

conversation. Rebecca happened to see a 

huge sign for a business called ‘Terrible`s’ – 

she went on to say; 

“Terrible’s- now that’s an interesting name, 

do you know what that is David?”  

David’s answer was incredibly modest and 

one that we will never forget.  

“Oh Terrible’s- that’s my next door 

neighbour, he’s a billionaire”  

Now how do we reply to that! Again keeping 

it cool we said; 

“Oh right that’s great.”  

Changing the conversation slightly I was 

keen to gain more understanding of 

Houdini’s 278 house which sold recently in 

New York. I mentioned that I had recently 

read about him 

acquiring the bookcase 

from the house. David 

expanded into more 

detail and wanted to 

share how he had a 

duplicate bookcase made which will stand 

beside the original and he was expecting it 

back anytime soon from the restorers. He 

also was keen to inform us that he had 

managed to get Houdini’s bathtub too. 

Obviously there is a lot of history with 

acquiring Houdini’s bathtub and there is no 

doubt that Houdini would have practiced 

holding his breath under the water in 

preparation for some of his famous 

escapes.  

I asked David if he had thought about 

buying Houdini’s house, the answer was no 

and he mentioned the area was a bad 

neighborhood.  



This somewhat surprised me knowing the 

amount the house eventually sold for. 

 

At 23.30hrs we arrived at the museum 

which happens to be the largest and most 

comprehensive collection of magic 

artifacts and memorabilia in the world. 

David explained that normally we would 

enter the Museum via a false façade at the 

front of the building that was made up to 

look like his father’s Tailor shop Korby’s 

Men’s and Boy’s that was based in New 

Jersey, unfortunately this was covered and 

we entered the building from a side 

entrance. 

 

An interesting fact is that 

this building was once the 

home of The Nevada Nuts 

& Bolts factory, where the 

Statue of Liberty was 

restored. Something that 

David is very famous for 

making disappear.  

 

Upon entering the building David took us 

to his office, which is by no means 

anything like an average office. This office 

was around 800sq ft and has stairs 

leading down to it from another room, with 

two other rooms leading from it.  

The room was filled with lots of very 

interesting items, some of which weren’t 

entirely magic related. I spotted what 

looked like a skull on the very huge 

working table he has towards the centre of 

the room. The walls surrounding the office 

were filled with posters of David, some 

which were from his very early days and 

they were very large. Something that gave 

me a small smile was the hoover left to 

the side still plugged into the wall- he 

really is a normal guy after all! The huge L 

shaped sofa we were seated at faced a 

huge TV hung on the wall. You could 

imagine him holding small gatherings in 

this office and putting on slideshows or 

even playing the famous Houdini film. It 

really did have a man cave type of feel 

especially with the thick black carpet. 

Whilst we continued to ‘chill’ in excitement 

on the sofas David went to speak to some 

staff. During this time we spoke to David’s 

assistant, she asked us about our Duo 

straitjacket performance and she also 

explained how she had started working for 

David etc. She started working for David 

in November 2017, so only 7 ½ months! 

Meanwhile in the background Rebecca 

spotted a Guinness World Record 

certificate and asked what it was. The 

assistant went to view the World Record 

and confirmed that one of the many 

certificates on display was the 

World record for making the 

Statue of Liberty 

disappear. 



David then joined us and asked us to follow 

him, we proceeded to walk into a huge open 

warehouse full of props that was filled with 

some of his famous illusions. On one side there 

was a rack of spikes from his "Fires of Passion" 

escape and in the background there was even a 

helicopter! There were props which we 

remember seeing from his performance in 

Vegas two years 

ago, some were 

backdrops for his 

stage set. One item 

Rebecca spotted 

and which she was 

intrigued to ask 

about was a print 

out of David on a rotating pole attached to a 

backdrop- interesting!  

What surprised us is that the tour is very 

interactive and extremely well planned. He has 

spent an incredible amount of time developing 

how he can best showcase and exhibit all the 

wonderful memorabilia. He has purchased 

individual old fashioned black and white TVs to 

place next to each of the magician’s items. Prior 

to attending I had visions of a warehouse type 

of environment with rack and display cabinets 

rather than full mock ups of magic shops and 

theatres.  

 

The first room we entered was the magic 

counter from the Macy’s department store in 

New York where David bought his first magic 

trick (which he performed for us). It was a very 

manual trick to reset as he showed us 

afterwards. The trick was a pallet of paint blocks 

which he turned upside down to make the 

colours vanish. During the performance he 

showed us an unpainted colouring book and 

then proceeded to wave the pallet of paints 

over the colouring book and opened the 

colouring book to show us that the colours had 

coloured the drawings and the pallet tray of 

paints was empty- classic! He showed us various 

other items within the shop and also showed us 

a collection of hardback catalogues- number six 

was his favourite (he was on the cover), and he 

always keeps a zebra like pencil between his 

favourite pages. He also had a 

huge collection of coins, we 

were amazed. 

From this shop it starts to feel 

a little like the Tardis (for the 

Non Dr Who fans this stands 

for Time and Relative 

Dimension in Space). 



 

This is the part of The Chainletter where the 

editor begs for you to give 

him some 

material to 

publish.  No 

idea what to 

write?   

Well, How about… 

 Your first escape. 

 How did you learn to escape?          

  Your creative process. 

 Your last escape.       

 Who is your hero? Why? 

 What makes a good escape.          

 Your escape bio.     

 An escape you saw on TV. 

 An escape you saw live. 

 Anything escape related. 

 

We noticed that each room led into the 

next by a series of red theatre like 

curtains, discreetly tucked away at the 

back. Each room leads to the next room of 

magical wonders. The red velvet curtain 

was based at the back of the ‘shop’ which 

we proceeded to walk through into another 

mysterious room.  

However the next room had a different 

feel, this felt more like a warehouse as it 

was an area with racks and racks of magic 

artifacts from famous manufacturers such 

as Owens, Abbotts, Thayer and even our 

British Supreme Magic, one that really 

stuck in my head was a collection from 

Davenport’s Magic. 

I then asked the question I was itching to 

know about and that was if there were any 

escapology items within his collection. 

David proceeded to say he didn’t have 

many but he would speak to his museum 

assistant and get them out for us. It was 

during this period that we decided to hand 

over a Master padlock to David. He had a 

play with it and then passed over to me 

and advised that he would hand it to an 

expert. I’m sure he was playing with me 

but it was good to hear! At this point I 

showed him how the lock 

worked and he asked if the 

public had ever worked out 

the gimmick. He thought the 

gimmick was “smart.” 



All the major magicians were covered and 

each had a display, many sections had old 

looking TV sets showing old footage of 

performances. We saw displays covering 

Herrmann, Kellar, Thurston, Carter, 

Alexander, Blackstone, and even Doug 

Henning. The Chung Ling Soo display 

even has one of the rifles 

used during his bullet 

catch.  

We then went onto the 

Houdini area, some items 

were missing as they had 

been shipped over to New 

York at the time, so 

unfortunately we didn’t get to see his Milk 

Can or Mirror cuffs.  

However we saw Harry Houdini’s baby 

shoe, an iron maiden and the incredible 

Water torture cell, surprisingly this was 

much smaller than we imagined it to be.  

David explained that it had been rebuilt 

and all the wood had been restored, it had 

even been aged so didn’t look out of 

place. All in all it was a fantastic job. 

We then went into a room that was 

dedicated to ventriloquist dummies. David 

explained that he had started out as a 

ventriloquist and also 

admitted he was a 

bad one.  He asked us 

if the TV series 

Twilight Zone had 

aired in the UK and 

then showed us some of the original 

dummies from one of the episodes. 

We went into another room and he had a 

collection of Robert Houdin`s wonder 

clocks, props and automata. The wonder 

clocks reminded us of a wonder clock we 

emailed David about a few months prior to 

our visit whom we came across on eBay. I 

wanted to know if he did purchase the 

clock after we informed him of it because it 

was purchased within a day of spotting it. 

He honestly couldn’t answer me and 

wasn’t so sure about it. This is when we 

realized there must be so many more 

items waiting to be seen in the many other 

rooms he was yet to show 

us.  

We went onto explore 

many more rooms, the 

first was a full 

reproduction of the 

theatre from the Martinka 

magic shop in New York. 

We then walked through 

to another room full of 

magic kits and I spotted a 007 spy kit 

magic set, something that I had never 

seen before. David advised this was still 

work in progress and he had many more 

to go on display.  



Leaving the Houdini 

collection behind (I 

could have stayed 

there for ever) we all 

entered what is to be 

the expansion of the museum. Here two 

assistants were hard at work (may I add it 

was well after midnight at this point) sorting 

what appeared to be a recently acquired 

magic collection or perhaps just unsorted 

items of David's own collection.  Amongst 

them I noticed boxes full of Abra, the 

longest running weekly magazine from the 

UK. There were also many newspapers and 

amongst them we spotted some British 

newspapers. 

We saw many large posters that had been 

restored, Rebecca commented on how thick 

they were but David advised that it was the 

added protective lining put on the back of 

them. 

 

David then showed me where the new 

Houdini area will be. It's probably three 

times the size of the old section. He pointed 

out where Houdini's bookcase and "ice-

filled" bathtub from 278 will sit (these are 

not yet in Vegas). Resting against the wall 

were several gigantic Houdini posters, 

including the only known Overboard Box 

Escape poster, which came from the Norm 

Nielsen collection. There was also a 

gigantic straitjacket poster 

and a poster for The Grim 

Game, I’m sure there were 

many more but due to the 

excitement it was difficult to 

try and absorb everything 

that was in front of us. 

 

Something I noticed which was 

conspicuously absent from the main Houdini 

display; the Double-Fold Death Defying 

Mystery chest. Aside from the Water Torture 

Tank I’d rank this as the most important 

piece of surviving Houdini escape 

apparatus. However here it was right in front 

of us. However unlike the USD, it's all still 

original and untouched! However it is a 

mystery as to why it hadn’t made it to the 

Houdini display. Maybe he has bigger plans 

for this amazing item in his new section of 

the museum. He did offer for us to take a 

closer look ourselves and open up the box 

but much to our politeness we requested 

David himself to help us open the box and 

we all took a look in amazement, I must say 

that is a moment I will never forget. All three 

of us admiring this original together- it was a 

great moment! David acquired the chest at 

auction in 2014 for a cool $55,000. 

 



We ended the tour 

by going back to 

the Magic shop 

and David asked 

the Museum 

assistant to take 

out a drawer full of 

Handcuffs for us to 

play with, it was at this point that David 

asked for us to write a tag so that we could 

attach to the padlock, and from here the 

Padlock had found a new home, and would 

be placed in the collection of cuffs. We 

attached a business card, a De-Val playing 

card and a note with the words “David De-

Val Oldham England gifted by his daughter 

Rebecca” 

 

We are completely overwhelmed and in 

awe to hold a very small part of what is a 

museum of magical wonders.  

The experience will forever hold a special 

part in our hearts, we feel so lucky to have 

been given this chance and David was 

such a wonderful host, he is a very modest 

and a down to earth man, even though he 

is the Greatest Illusionist of all time.  

 

Allan James Taylor 

Live & Locked Padlock x1 

£40.00 (Today $51 in  U.S.) 

 

Live and Locked? As seen 

on a recent Live TV show! 

1 Padlock  with 2 keys 

A must have for all 

escapologists, We wanted a 

failsafe lock that could be 

handed out to the public so that it could be fully 

examined, once it’s locked it’s locked. As with 

previous padlocks there are no push buttons, 

gimmicks and neither do they rely on any gravity 

type of  

mechanism. This ensures that a spectator will 

not open it with their hands. 

Each padlock can be fully examined. If you 

purchase more than 1 then each padlock has a 

different key and this can be confirmed by 

swapping the keys and they will not open the 

lock. Any of the padlocks can be selected and 

used for your escape yet you are able to pick it 

open within seconds. These do not rely on any 

gravity type mechanism so it does not matter 

how they are put on. 

Alternatively a single 

padlock can be used 

with two keys that 

open it. Again the 

lock can be examined 

but opened in 

seconds. No lock 

picking skills 

are necessary!" 



Our Friend, Escapist Matt Johnson is now 

officially one of, “The Illusionists.” 

“Opening night. I made it out. That was 

tough!!!!! I earned my cuts and bruises tonight 

and now I am officially an Illusionist 

BIG thank you must go to 

@theillusionistsworldtour and 

@showpropanama for giving me this incredible 

opportunity. I’m ready for the incredible ride!” 

 

 



Matt Johnson is originally from the UK but now 

resides in Vancouver, Canada. Matt has been 

performing and perfecting his craft in the art of 

Magic and Escapology for more than 20 years. 

 

Over the past 20 years he has literally traveled 

the globe. Matt has performed in exotic 

locations such as Japan, UK, Canada, Dubai, 

Italy, Argentina and Australia and for companies 

such as Norwegian Cruise Lines, Mercedes, 

Ford, AT&T, Toyota and Microsoft to name just 

a few. 

 

Matt began his career in his hometown of 

Sheffield, England as a traditional magician and 

illusionist. On his travels around the world his 

knowledge of the arts grew and he picked up 

techniques and skills from the countries he 

visited and the people he met along the way. It’s 

this unique perspective that has allowed Matt to 

make his performances completely unique and 

utterly captivating. 

 

Not your typical magician, instead Matt has 

crafted a style know as Urban Deception. A 

refreshingly cool mix of urban style street magic 

combined with the comedic timing and slick 

stage presence of a seasoned corporate 

performer. 

 

His performances incorporate magic, escapes, 

sleight of hand, mind reading, the power of 

suggestion, razor sharp comedy timing and 

audience participation into a performance that 

has been hailed as “…Simply Brilliant!” 

 

Matt also has countless TV credits to his name. 

 

Most recently in 2019 Matt was chosen as one of 

the TOP 50 ACTS IN THE WORLD to appear 

on The World's Best which aired to 22 million 

viewers right after Super Bowl. That same week 

Matt also appeared as a guest on the Late Late 

Show with James Corden. 

 

In 2018 Matt appeared to millions on the Italian 

HIT TV show Tu Si Que Vales. He also made it 

all the way to the Live Semi-Finals of the HIT 

show Britain's Got Talent which to date has 

earned him over 70 Million views on YouTube. 

 

In the summer of 2017 Matt filmed at the Rio 

Hotel in Las Vegas for Penn & Teller Fool Us 

and in 2014 he starred on SyFy's Wizard Wars, a 

show that sees the world's top magicians battling 

head to head. 

 

You can add to this appearances on the UK's 

Lorraine show, Breakfast 

Television, Global TV, 

CTV, City News, ITV & 

even his starring role in a 

US national TV 

commercial for 

Nationwide Insurance 

where he made a car 

vanish with 

hilarious results. 



 
 

 


